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DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  8.  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES.  HELENA,  MONTANA 

No.  70    Editor:  David  B.  Lackman,  Ph.D.,  Administrator,  Laboratory  Division 

February  24,  1977 

NATIONAL  PROFICIENCY  EXAMINATIONS 
FOR  QUALIFICATION  AS  A  CLINICAL  LABORATORY  TECHNOLOGIST 

The  national  figures  on  the  proficiency  examination  given  October  8,  1976  are  out. 
Of  11,135  persons  taking  the  examination,  5,458  (49  percent)  passed.     In  Montana,  57 
percent  of  those  taking  the  examination  achieved  a  passing  grade. 

Newsletter  of  the  International  Society  for  Clinical  Laboratory  Technology  for 
January  1977  :     "If  you  have  been  denied  a  job  because  you  are  not  MT  (ASCP),  contact 
the  home  office,  411  N.  7th  St.,  St.  Louis,  MO  63101,  (314)  241-1445.    We  would  also 
like  to  know  if  anyone  who  passed  the  HEW  Proficiency  Examination  has  been  denied  a 
job  on  the  basis  that  the  employer  did  not  honor  the  examination." 

Among  the  responsibilities  delegated  to  the  Laboratory  Division  is  the  adminis- 
tration. In  Montana,  of  the  National  Proficiency  Examinations  for  Qualification  as  a 
Clinical  Laboratory  Technologist  or  a  Cytotechno I og i st.    Concomitantly,  there  Is  an 
obligation  to  keep  you  informed  about  them.      Authorization  for  the  examination  Is 
found  in  Public  Law  92-603,  H.R.   1,  Social  Security  Amendments  of  1972.    The  fourth 
and  final  set  of  examinations  under  this  legislation  will  be  held  late  in  1977.  You 
will  be  notified  of  the  date  as  soon  as  we  hear  from  HEW.    Other  Information  about 
these  examinations  is  found  in  bulletins  45,  55,  59,  60,  61,  62,  63,  64,  65,  68  and  69. 

Effective  May  1,   1977,  coordinator  for  these  examinations  In  Montana  will  be 
Michael  R.  Skeels,  Chief,  Microbiology  Laboratory  Bureau  as  I  will  be  retiring  on 
April  30,  1977.    Details  will  continue  to  be  handled  by  Mel-lden  Chambers,  Head  of  our 
mycobacteriology-parasitology-mycology  section.     If  you  have  questions,  Mrs.  Chambers 
may  be  reached  at  449-2642.    Walter  Merten,  Director,  Division  of  Provider  Standards 
and  Certification,  Health  Services  Administration,  Department  of  HEW,  Public  Health 
Service,  Rockvllle,  MD  20852,  handles  questions  at  the  National  level. 


THE  MICROBIOLOGY  LABORATORY 

Changes  In  administration  -  effective  January  3,  1977 

Michael  R.  Skeels,  Chief,  Microbiology  Laboratory  Bureau  -  vice  Milton  Brown 
Julie  A.  Jackson,  Head,  Clinical  and  Determinative 

Microbiology  Section  -  vice  John  Hall 

On  this  occasion,  we  should  reiterate  our  statutory  authorizations  and  responsi- 
bilities.   Statues  and  Codes  which  are  the  responsibility  of  the  microbiology  laboratory 

69-41 10  R.C.M.   1947  Section  10  -  With  policy  guidance  of  the  state  board,  the 
department  sha I  I  : 

(8)    organize  laboratory  services  and  provide  equipment  and  personnel  for 
those  services 
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69-4105  and  69-4106  R.C.M.   1947  Section  5  -  With  policy  guidance  of  the  state 
board,  the  department  has  responsibility  for  administration  of   laws  relating  to 
public  health  including,  but  not  limited  to,   laws  on: 

(only  those  involving  activity  In  the  microbiology  laboratory  are  listed) 
(2)    tuberculosis  control 
(5)    venerea!  disease  control 
(7)     public  and  other  water  supplies 
(13)    pure  food  and  drugs 
(16)    communicable  diseases 

69-6710  thru  69-6715  R.C.M.   1947     Infant  Screening 

Montana  Administrative  Code  16-2. 1 8(6)-S1 820     INFANT  SCREENING  TESTS 

Goal  -  To  assure  that  children  born  In  Montana  with  phenylketonuria,  tyro- 
sinemla,  galactosemia,  maple  syrup  urine  disease,  homocyst i nur I  a  and  hypothyroidism 
are  identified  and  brought  under  early  treatment  so  that  by  the  age  of  six  years 
they  would  demonstrate  a  distribution  of  growth  and  development  achievement  equal  to 
that  of  the  total  population  of  six-year  olds. 

Montana  Administrative  Code  16-2.26(2)-52610    APPROVAL  OF  LABORATORIES 
Registration  of  laboratories  and  personnel 

Proficiency  testing  in  syphilis  serology  and  clinical  bacteriology 
State-approved  proficiency  testing  systems 

Montana  Administrative  Code  -  Chapter  26  -  Sub-Chapter  1    Hospitals,  Licensing 
and  Certification  -  Section  16. 2. 22( 1 )-S2200  (f)  Laboratory 

Consultation  to  Licensing  and  Certification  Bureau,  Hospital  and  Medical 

Facilities  Division  on  laboratory  matters 
Administration  of  National  Proficiency  Tests  In  Clinical  Laboratory 

Technology  and  Cytotechno I ogy 
Continuing  education,  training,  and  consultation  to  enable  laboratories 
and  personnel  to  meet  medicare  and  other  standards  -  carried  on  mostly 
through  the  Montana  Medical  Education  and  Research  Foundation  (MMERF) 

69-6701  thru  69-6703  R.C.M.   1947    Prenatal  Care 

Montana  Administrative  Code  16-2. 18(6)-S1840    PRENATAL  CARE,  SEROLOGICAL  TEST  FOR 
Includes  serological  test  for  syphilis,  test  for  immunity  to  rubella,  and  blood 
grouping  Including  0,A,B,AB,  and  Rho(D);  also  approval  of  laboratories  to  perform  such 
tests. 

48-157  R.C.M.   1947    Requirements  for  Marriage 

Montana  Administrative  Code  16-2.26(2)-S262()    PREMARITAL  SEROLOGICAL  TESTS 
Includes  serological  tests  for  syphilis  and  approval  of  laboratories  which  may  perform 
such  test;  also  includes  a  test  for  immunity  to  rubella  on  persons  capable  of  bearing 
chl I dren. 

69-4904  R.C.M.   1947    The  department  of  health  and  environmental  sciences  shall: 
(2)  Have  waters  examined  to  determine  their  purity  and  the  possibility  that 

they  may  endanger  public  health; 

(6)  Fix  fees  for  services  rendered  In  analyzing  water  and  Inspections  to 

cover  costs  of  the  service  and  deposit  receipts  in  the  general  fund; 


Results  of  tests  for  Immunity  to  rubella  :  The  question  has  been  raised  as  to  why  It 
sometimes  takes  so  long  to  receive  reports.     This  program  is  a  mass-production 
operation.     Each  run  includes  400-500  specimens  and  the  test    Is  set  up  once  a 
week.    The  protocol   Is  outlined  and  the  sera  are  pre-treated  on  Monday.    The  test 
proper  is  done  on  Tuesday,  reports  brought  to  the  office  and  sent  out  in  the 
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afternoon  mall.    They  leave  Helena  on  Wednesday  at  the  latest.    A  run  consists 
of  all  those  specimens  received  by  Friday  night  of  the  preceeding  week.  If 
tests  were  done  daily,  it  would  require  another  technical  position  and  the  per- 
specimen  cost  would  increase  from  $1.35  to  $10.00. 

Colorado  Tick  Fever  :  Now  that  we  have  proposed  guidelines  for  submitting  specimens 
for  viral  serology  (see  bulletin  69,  pg.  3),  we  may  discuss  exceptions.  With 
the  start  of  the  tick  season  just  a  month  away,  we  are  tooling  up  for  isolating 
Colorado  Tick  Fever  virus.    To  do  this,  we  inoculate  the  clot  from  the  first 
blood  specimen  into  L-cel  I  tissue  cultures  (.a  strain  of  mouse  fibroblasts). 
Therefore,  the  first  specimen  from  cases  of  suspected  CTF  should  be  whole, 
clotted  blood  sent  to  the  laboratory  as  soon  as  possible.    The  formation  of 
antibodies  in  CTF  seems  to  be  delayed,  so  the  second  specimen  (serum)  for  comple- 
ment fixation  should  be  taken  about  24  days  after  onset. 

■    TEE  BEST  PREVENTIVE  MEASURE  FOR  TICK-BOURNE  DISEASES  IS  TICK  HYGIENE. 

A  most  interesting  paper  dealing  with  the  ecology  of  Colorado  Tick  Fever  and  the 
Rocky  Mountain  wood  tick  is  :  Sonenshine,  D.E.,  Yunker,  C.E.,  Clifford,  CM,,  Clark, 
G.M.,  and  Rudbach,  J. A.    Contributions  to  the  Ecology  of  Colorado  Tick  Fever  Virus  2. 
Population  dynamics  and  host  utilization  of  immature  stages  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  wood 
tick,  Dermacentor  anderson! .     J.  Med.  Ent.  J2.  :  651-656,  20  February  1976.    Of  particular 

interest  is  the  use  of  radiolabeled  ticks  (14-C  and  125-1)  and  extensive  study  of  the 

habitat;  including  hosts. 

A  matter  of  pol icy :    Due  to  increasing  costs  and  work  volume,  the  Laboratory  Bureau 
must  change  Its  policy  concerning  primary  determinative  bacteriology  specimens. 

Effectively  Immediately,  certain  types  of  specimens  submitted 
for  primary  culture  will  be  accepted  only  from  physicians  having  no  access  to 
V        a  clinical  microbiology  laboratory.    These  specimens  include  :  upper  respiratory 
swabs,  sputums  and  bronchial  washings  (except  for  tuberculosis),  wound  and 
abscess  cultures,  stools  for  bacteriological  examination,  blood  cultures  and  other 
similar  primary  specimens. 

We  will  continue  to  accept  :  gonorrhea  screens,  all  specimens 
'    submitted  for  tuberculosis  testing,  stools  for  ova  and  parasite  examination, 
cultures  for  fungus  isolation,  reference  cultures  from  other  clinical  labora- 
tories and  any  primary  specimens  requiring  tests  beyond  the  capability  of  private 
clinical  or  hospital  laboratories. 


A  bit  of  Montana  History  :     Early  in  the  century.  Dr.  Theobald  Smith,  the  American 
Pasteur,  gave  a  lecture  in  Butte,  Montana.     However,  the  natives  couldn't  pay^ 
his  fee  so  they  gave  him  a  second-hand  Mason  &  Hamlin  grand  piano  in  lieu  of  it. 
This  turned  out  to  be  a  marvelous  Instrument  and  Dr.  Smith  played  it  practically 
every  day  for  the  rest  of  his     life  at  his  home  in  Princeton,  New  Jersey. 
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